
 

From Rev Canon Maree 

 Holy Communion:  Home communion will be given today.  Please pray for our 

extended faith community.  

Rev Canon Maree 

Also this Week:  
Monday Reverend Maree’s day off and Tuesdays when possible. As 

per Synod resolution last year 

Tuesday 17th December Maroba Nursing Home Christmas service at 

9.30am 

Wednesday 18th December Playgroup Christmas Service  

Thursday SRE has finished for the school holidays 

 Mission for December - Samaritans 

 

 

Readings for 22nd and 

29th December 

Isaiah 7, 10-16 

Romans 1, 1-7 

Psalm 80, 1-7, 17-19 

Matthew 1, 18-25 

Isaiah 63, 7-9 

Hebrews 2, 10-18 

Psalm 148 

Matthew 2, 13-23 

  
 

 

GIVING TREE – Please place any gifts into the basket provided.  This is the final week 

before the gifts are distributed. 

 

EMERGENCY RELIEF – if you wish to contribute to Samaritans Emergency Relief for 

families in great need this Christmas season, please place your donation in an envelope and 

mark “emergency relief”.  This is something   extra that we do at this time each year. 

 

Please don’t forget our commitment to the parish giving.  We struggle at this time of the 

year and without our commitment to our giving we will not be able to help those in our 

community. 

 

Please pray and consider your giving.  It is a vital part of keeping our parish going. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCUM 

 

The Reverend Les Forrester will be our Locum in the parish in January until an appointment 

is made later in the year. 

 

Reverend Les will be meeting with me to discuss the needs of the parish. 

 

Please pray for this time and season as you look at the parish and the needs not only of this 

spiritual family but also the wider community. 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 

 

Christmas Eve, 24th December  

 

7pm.  Family and friends service, with holy communion, and a nativity play.  Followed by 

supper with our special guest St. Nicholas. 

 

 

Christmas Day 25th December 

 

9am Traditional service with holy communion. 

 

 

 

 

Terry and I wish you and your families a very happy and Holy Christmas. 

 

Know that you are upheld in our prayers as we celebrate this very special Christmas 

together. 

 

 

Reverend Maree 
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Today’s Scripture Readings – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Isaiah 35, 1-10 
Song of Mary (APBA p 31) 

 

James 5, 7-10 
Matthew 11, 2-11 

 
 

When God is as quiet as a thief in the night.  

 

So I wonder, this third Sunday of Advent, as we move into the last part of the journey 

together, where have you imprisoned yourself with expectations of hope or dread? 

In what ways do you want to rebuild your prison walls?  What will you see and hear? 

 

The blind receive their sight, the lame walk and the lepers are cleansed.  The deaf 

hear,  the dead are raised and the poor have good news brought to them. 

 

God is always coming to set us free. 

 

Blessings 

 

Reverend Maree 
 

 

 

EXPECTATIONS !!! 

 

We are people of expections. 

 

We go to bed at night and we expect that the sun will rise in the morning 

 

We expect drivers to stop at a stop sign.  We expect our churches to be open on a 
Sunday.  Our days are full of expectations. 

 

John the Baptist is a man of expectations.  He calls for repentance.  He expects  a 
new kingdom and a new ruler.  But he expects wrath, fire and axes.  He expects one 
who is more powerful, and he goes to the desert to seek God. 

 

Now we see John as a prisoner with a question  “Are you the one or are we to wait for 
another?”  John has expectations on what a Messiah should look like and  behave,  
though John’s vision is small and his expectation is narrow. 

 

That is the danger we have when our expectations are held too tightly.  We often bind 
ourselves with negative expectations or ones that are misleading. 

 

And even out of fear. 

 

We too can imprison ourselves with a view of God, the Kingdom and the world, and 
our own lives that are too small and too narrow.  We try to confine God’s work and life 
to OUR expectations. 

 

This season of Advent is a time to set ourselves free from prison.  It’s a season of 
breaking free from the prisons that we have confined ourselves to.  It is a season of 
escaping our expectations of God.  It is a time which is not like the time John sees, of 
wrath and axes and fire. 

 

It’s about love and healing rather than punishment and destruction. 

 

 

 

  

   

http://www.lambtonanglicanparish.com.au/

